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FIG.4

(a)
CHARACTERISTICS AT 25°C

R G B

WAVELENGTH [am] | 638 515 4503

LASER QUTRUT [rW] P 0.76P | 0.55P | CHROMATICITY VALUES (v, v) = {031, 0.316)

(b}
CHARAGTERISTICS AT 50°C
R G B
WAVELENGTH [nm] | 643 517 452

LASER QUTPUT [mW] B 0,760 | G.55F | CHROMATICITY VALUES {x, vi = (0.284 0.33)

{c)
CHARACTERISTICS FOR MAINTAINING WHITE BALANCE AND RRIGHTNESS AT 50°¢
R G 8

WAVELENGTH [nm] | 643 517 452

LASER OUTPUT [mW] | 1.218 § 0.72P | 0.58P |CHROMATICITY VALUES (x, v} = (031, 6.318)
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1
IMAGE DISPLAY APPARATUS AND
OPTICAL COMPONENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of and is a
continuation application of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/030,463, filed on Sep. 18, 2013, which claims the benefit
of Japanese Application Serial No. 2012-205896, with a
filing date of Sep. 19, 2012 and claims the benefit of
Japanese Application Series No. 2013-166850, with a filing
date of Aug. 9, 2013.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image display appa-
ratus synthesizing a plurality of laser beams of different
color components to project a color image and an optical
component utilized in such an image display apparatus,
exhibiting a prescribed reflectance or transmittance for a
laser beam of a prescribed wavelength.

2. Description of the Background Art

Various image display apparatuses, such as a laser pro-
jector, each synthesizing laser beams of a red color compo-
nent (R), a green color component (G), and a blue color
component (B) to project and display a color image on a
projection surface are put to practical use. Such an image
display apparatus must maintain the color state of a beam
obtained by synthesizing laser beams of R, G, and B in a
prescribed state in order to project and display a color image
with high color reproducibility. Typically, the white balance
of the beam obtained by synthesizing the laser beams of R,
G, and B must be created.

Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2004-226631 discloses
a projector including a first light source portion, a second
light source portion, a third light source portion, a tempera-
ture detection portion detecting the temperature of each light
source portion, a spatial light modulator modulating light
from each light source portion according to an image signal,
a projection lens projecting the light modulated by the
spatial light modulator on a screen, a storage portion storing
a relationship between the temperature of each light source
portion and a luminance distribution of each color light from
each light source portion, and a control portion controlling
the spatial light modulator to substantially uniform the
luminance distributions of the color light on the screen on
the basis of the relationship between the temperature of each
light source portion detected by each temperature detection
portion and the luminance distribution of each color light
stored in the storage portion in order to reduce irregular
colors correspondingly to a change of irregular color distri-
bution following a change of the temperature of each light
source portion.

Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2008-003270 discloses
the structure of a projection image display apparatus par-
tially emitting a beam combined into a white beam to a light
detection portion, allowing the beam to be incident on a
photo sensor having a color filter mounted on a photodiode,
comparing a signal indicating the light quantity of the beam
output from the photo sensor with a signal value in previous
adjustment of a white balance by changes of the light
quantities of R, G, and B in a control portion, and changing
the drive gain of each light source in order to reduce a
difference between the light quantities to adjust the chro-
maticity of white.
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Japanese Patent No. 2663437 discloses a semiconductor
laser apparatus configured to reduce a fluctuation in the
intensity of output light resulting from a temperature change
by rendering the temperature-dependent characteristics of
the intensity of monitor light emitted from a semiconductor
laser element and the temperature-dependent characteristics
of the detection output of a light receiving element opposite
to each other. In this semiconductor laser apparatus, no
control for achieving a prescribed color state such as a white
balance correspondingly to a wavelength change is per-
formed.

As described above, in the image display apparatus pro-
jecting the color image, it is necessary to create the white
balance, but a change of the output light quantity of each
light source and a change of the output wavelength of each
light source cause loss of this white balance. In other words,
a state where the white balance is created denotes a state
where the light quantity (namely, the output of each light
source) thereof is a prescribed value with respect to the
wavelength of the beam of each color component forming a
synthesized beam, and when the wavelength of the output of
each light source changes, the white balance is lost unless
each light source outputs a prescribed light quantity with the
changed wavelength.

In the image display apparatus, an element such as an L.D
(a laser diode) is employed as a laser beam source for each
color component, but the wavelength of an output laser
beam changes due to a temperature change. On the other
hand, the image display apparatus is employed in various
environments and is provided with a component generating
heat by operation in addition to the laser beam source, so that
the temperature of the laser beam source changes and the
wavelength of the laser beam output therefrom changes. In
the case where the white balance is adjusted on the basis of
the light quantity (the luminance) of the laser beam, the
white balance of a synthesized laser beam is disadvanta-
geously lost when the wavelength of the laser beam changes.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been proposed in order to solve
the aforementioned problem, and an object of the present
invention is to maintain a prescribed color state such as a
white balance even when the wavelength of a laser beam
changes.

An image display apparatus according to a first aspect of
the present invention includes a plurality of laser beam
source portions outputting laser beams of a plurality of color
components different from each other, a synthesized beam
generation portion synthesizing the laser beams of the
plurality of color components to generate a synthesized
beam, a control portion controlling the outputs of the laser
beam source portions, a branching unit branching the laser
beams of the color components, and a detection portion
detecting the light quantities of the laser beams of the color
components branched by the branching unit, while the
branching unit has a reflectance or transmittance with
increase/decrease characteristics opposite to the increase/
decrease characteristics of the outputs of the laser beams in
increasing or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of the
color components according to changes of the wavelengths
of the laser beams of the color components in order to
maintain the prescribed color state of the synthesized beam,
and the control portion is configured to control the outputs
of the laser beam source portions according to the light
quantities of branched laser beams of the color components
detected by the detection portion.
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As hereinabove described, the image display apparatus
according to the first aspect is provided with the branching
unit having the reflectance or transmittance with the
increase/decrease characteristics opposite to the increase/
decrease characteristics of the outputs of the laser beams in
increasing or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of the
color components according to the changes of the wave-
lengths of the laser beams of the color components in order
to maintain the prescribed color state of the synthesized
beam, whereby even when the wavelengths of the laser
beams change, the outputs of the laser beam source portions
are controlled according to the light quantities of the laser
beams of the color components branched by the branching
unit and detected by the detection portion, so that the
prescribed color state such as a white balance can be
maintained.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the control portion is preferably config-
ured to decrease the outputs of the laser beam source
portions for the color components whose detected light
quantities are increased and increase the outputs of the laser
beam source portions for the color components whose
detected light quantities are decreased according to the light
quantities of the branched laser beams of the color compo-
nents detected by the detection portion. According to this
structure, the outputs of the laser beam source portions are
adjusted in such directions as to cancel the changes of the
detected light quantities, whereby the prescribed color state
can be easily maintained.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the control portion is preferably config-
ured to increase the outputs of a blue laser beam source
outputting a laser beam of a blue color component and a red
laser beam source outputting a laser beam of a red color
component and decrease the output of a green laser beam
source outputting a laser beam of a green color component
when the wavelengths of the laser beams of the color
components output from the laser beam source portions are
increased due to a temperature rise. According to this
structure, even when the wavelengths of the laser beams of
the color components output from the laser beam source
portions are increased due to a temperature rise, the pre-
scribed color state can be easily maintained by increasing
the outputs of the laser beam source of the blue color
component and the laser beam source of the red color
component and decreasing the output of the laser beam
source of the green color component.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the branching unit is preferably so
configured that the reflectance or transmittance thereof
changes according to the changes of the wavelengths of the
laser beams. According to this structure, the changes of the
wavelengths of the laser beams can be easily detected by the
changes of the light quantities of the laser beams of the color
components branched by the branching unit.

In this case, the branching unit is preferably so configured
that the reflectance or transmittance thereof decreases when
the wavelengths of the laser beam of the blue color com-
ponent and the laser beam of the red color component are
increased and increases when the wavelength of the laser
beam of the green color component is increased. According
to this structure, the changes of the wavelengths of the laser
beams of the blue, red, and green color components are
easily detected and the outputs of the laser beam source
portions for the blue, red, and green color components are
adjusted by the control portion, whereby the prescribed
color state can be easily maintained.
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In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the branching unit is preferably so
configured that the reflectance or transmittance thereof for
the laser beam of the blue color component is highest, the
reflectance or transmittance thereof for the laser beam of the
red color component is lowest, and the reflectance or trans-
mittance therecof for the laser beam of the green color
component is between the reflectance or transmittance
thereof for the laser beam of the blue color component and
the reflectance or transmittance thereof for the laser beam of
the red color component. According to this structure, the
light quantity of the laser beam of the blue color component
whose wavelength is short and for which the detection
sensitivity is low, being incident on the detection portion is
increased, and the light quantity of the laser beam of the red
color component whose wavelength is long and for which
the detection sensitivity is high, being incident on the
detection portion is decreased. Therefore, the detection
portion can reliably detect the laser beams of the red color
component, the green color component, and the blue color
component without increasing the range of the detection
sensitivity of the detection portion for the laser beams.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the prescribed color state preferably
includes a state where the white balance of the synthesized
beam is created. According to this structure, even when the
wavelengths of the laser beams change, the state where the
white balance is created can be maintained.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the branching unit preferably includes a
prism formed with a dielectric multi-layer having a reflec-
tance or transmittance with increase/decrease characteristics
opposite to the increase/decrease characteristics of the out-
puts of the laser beams. According to this structure, due to
the dielectric multi-layer, the branching unit having the
reflectance or transmittance with the increase/decrease char-
acteristics opposite to the increase/decrease characteristics
of the outputs of the laser beams in increasing or decreasing
the outputs of the laser beams of the color components
according to the changes of the wavelengths of the laser
beams of the color components in order to maintain the
prescribed color state of the synthesized beam can be easily
provided. Furthermore, the branching unit includes the
prism formed with the dielectric multi-layer, whereby the
branching unit can be employed with the function of the
prism in addition to a function of branching the beam.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the branching unit is preferably provided
in the optical path of the synthesized beam, and the control
portion is preferably configured to allow a laser beam source
portion for any one of the color components to output a laser
beam during image display with the synthesized beam and
control the output of the laser beam source portion according
to the light quantity of a branched laser beam of a single
color component detected by the detection portion. Accord-
ing to this structure, the branching unit and the detection
portion can be shared for the color components, and hence
the number of components can be reduced.

In the aforementioned structure having the branching unit
provided in the optical path of the synthesized beam, the
control portion is preferably configured to allow the plurality
of laser beam source portions one by one to sequentially
output the laser beams during the image display with the
synthesized beam and control the outputs of the laser beam
source portions according to the light quantities of the
branched laser beams of the color components detected by
the detection portion. According to this structure, the laser
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beams of the color components can be detected individually,
and hence the changes of the light quantities of the laser
beams of the color components can be more accurately
detected.

In the aforementioned structure having the branching unit
provided in the optical path of the synthesized beam, the
control portion is preferably configured to allow the laser
beam source portion for any one of the color components to
output the laser beam for detecting the light quantity at an
interval of a prescribed number of frames during the image
display with the synthesized beam and control the output of
the laser beam source portion according to the light quantity
of the branched laser beam of the single color component
detected by the detection portion. According to this struc-
ture, even when the wavelength of the laser beam changes
during the image display, the output of the laser beam source
portion can be adjusted according to the change of the light
quantity detected by the detection portion, and hence the
prescribed color state such as the white balance during the
image display can be easily maintained.

In the aforementioned structure having the branching unit
provided in the optical path of the synthesized beam, the
control portion is preferably configured to switch between a
first mode in which an image is continuously displayed
without detection of the light quantity and a second mode in
which the laser beam is output from the laser beam source
portion for any one of the color components during the
image display with the synthesized beam and the light
quantity of the laser beam is detected. According to this
structure, the prescribed color state such as the white balance
during the image display can be easily maintained by the
second mode while the image is continuously smoothly
displayed without detection of the light quantity by the first
mode.

The aforementioned image display apparatus according to
the first aspect preferably further includes a scan portion
scanning the synthesized beam, and the branching unit is
preferably arranged between the synthesized beam genera-
tion portion and the scan portion in the optical path of the
synthesized beam. According to this structure, the branching
unit can be arranged at a position on which the laser beams
of the color components are focused, and hence increase in
the size of the branching unit can be inhibited.

In this case, the scan portion preferably includes a MEMS
(micro electro mechanical system) scan mirror. According to
this structure, with the MEMS scan mirror, downsizing in
the scan portion, low power consumption, speeding up of
processing, etc. can be achieved.

In the aforementioned image display apparatus according
to the first aspect, the synthesized beam generation portion
preferably includes a dichroic mirror. According to this
structure, with the dichroic mirror, the accuracy of color
synthesis can be improved, and the durability of the syn-
thesized beam generation portion can be improved.

An optical component according to a second aspect of the
present invention has a reflectance or transmittance with
increase/decrease characteristics opposite to increase/de-
crease characteristics of the outputs of laser beams in
increasing or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of a
plurality of color components according to changes of the
wavelengths of the laser beams of the color components in
order to maintain a synthesized beam obtained by synthe-
sizing the laser beams of the color components in a pre-
scribed color state, is provided in an image display apparatus
comprising a detection portion detecting the light quantities
of the laser beams and a control portion controlling the
outputs of a plurality of laser beam source portions output-
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6

ting the laser beams of the plurality of color components
different from each other according to the detection results
of the detection portion, and includes a branching unit
branching the laser beams of the color components and
guiding the laser beams to the detection portion.

In the optical component according to the second aspect,
as hereinabove described, the branching unit is configured to
have the reflectance or transmittance with the increase/
decrease characteristics opposite to the increase/decrease
characteristics of the outputs of the laser beams in increasing
or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of the color
components according to the changes of the wavelengths of
the laser beams of the color components in order to maintain
the prescribed color state of the synthesized beam, whereby
even when the wavelengths of the laser beams change, the
outputs of the laser beam source portions are controlled
according to the light quantities of the laser beams of the
color components branched by the branching unit and
detected by the detection portion, so that the prescribed color
state such as a white balance can be maintained.

In the aforementioned optical component according to the
second aspect, the control portion is preferably configured to
decrease the outputs of the laser beam source portions for the
color components whose detected light quantities are
increased and increase the outputs of the laser beam source
portions for the color components whose detected light
quantities are decreased according to the light quantities of
branched laser beams of the color components detected by
the detection portion. According to this structure, the outputs
of the laser beam source portions are adjusted in such
directions as to cancel the changes of the detected light
quantities, whereby the prescribed color state can be easily
maintained.

In the aforementioned optical component according to the
second aspect, the branching unit is preferably so configured
that the reflectance or transmittance thereof changes accord-
ing to the changes of the wavelengths of the laser beams.
According to this structure, the changes of the wavelengths
of the laser beams can be easily detected by the changes of
the light quantities of the laser beams of the color compo-
nents branched by the branching unit.

In this case, the branching unit is preferably so configured
that the reflectance or transmittance thereof decreases when
the wavelengths of a laser beam of a blue color component
and a laser beam of a red color component are increased and
increases when the wavelength of a laser beam of a green
color component is increased. According to this structure,
the changes of the wavelengths of the laser beams of the
blue, red, and green color components are easily detected
and the outputs of the laser beam source portions for the
blue, red, and green color components are adjusted by the
control portion, whereby the prescribed color state can be
easily maintained.

In the aforementioned optical component according to the
second aspect, the branching unit is preferably so configured
that the reflectance or transmittance thereof for the laser
beam of the blue color component is highest, the reflectance
or transmittance thereof for the laser beam of the red color
component is lowest, and the reflectance or transmittance
thereof for the laser beam of the green color component is
between the reflectance or transmittance thereof for the laser
beam of the blue color component and the reflectance or
transmittance thereof for the laser beam of the red color
component. According to this structure, the light quantity of
the laser beam of the blue color component whose wave-
length is short and for which the detection sensitivity is low,
being incident on the detection portion is increased, and the
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light quantity of the laser beam of the red color component
whose wavelength is long and for which the detection
sensitivity is high, being incident on the detection portion is
decreased. Therefore, the detection portion can reliably
detect the laser beams of the red color component, the green
color component, and the blue color component without
increasing the range of the detection sensitivity of the
detection portion for the laser beams.

The control portion according to the present invention can
have a circuit configuration employing an electronic com-
ponent and also can be configured as a functional module
employing computer hardware and software and so config-
ured that the computer hardware executes the software.

According to the present invention, in the image display
apparatus, the prescribed color state such as the white
balance can be maintained even when the wavelengths of the
laser beams change.

The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the
present invention when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates the structure of a main section of an
image display apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a branching unit according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates a relationship between a wavelength and
the reflectance of a reflective film;

FIG. 4 illustrates relationships between the wavelengths
and outputs of laser beam sources for maintaining a white
balance according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion; view (a) illustrates characteristics at a temperature of
25° C.; view (b) illustrates characteristics at a temperature of
50° C.; view (c) illustrates characteristics at a temperature of
50° C.

FIG. 5 illustrates the reflectance characteristics of the
branching unit according to the embodiment of the present
invention; view (a) illustrates characteristics with respect to
a blue laser beam; view (b) illustrates characteristics with
respect to a green laser beam; view (c) illustrates charac-
teristics with respect to a red laser beam;

FIG. 6 illustrates arithmetic processing according to the
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a chromaticity diagram for illustrating the
arithmetic processing according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention is applicable to various image
display apparatuses each synthesizing laser beams of differ-
ent color components output from a plurality of laser beam
source portions to display a color image, but as an example
of applying the present invention, the structure of a laser
projector synthesizing laser beams of three color compo-
nents of a red color component (R), a green color component
(G), and a blue color component (B) and scanning this
synthesized beam by a scan mirror to project and display a
color image on a projection surface is now described. A state
of creating a white balance in the synthesized beam is
described as an example, but it is clear from the following
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description that another prescribed color state can be created
according to the present invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a laser projector 1, and
this laser projector 1 is mainly constituted by laser beam
sources 2a to 2¢, various optical elements (dichroic mirrors
3 and 4 and a lens 5), a scan mirror 6, and various
drive/control units (a scan mirror driver 7, a scan mirror
control portion 8, an image processing portion 9, a laser
control portion 10, and a laser driver 11). The laser projector
1 synthesizes laser beams of color components of red, blue,
and green, and thereafter projects the synthesized beam on
a projection surface A, such as a screen or a wall, thereby
displaying a color image according to an input video signal
on the projection surface A. The laser projector 1 is an
example of the “image display apparatus” in the present
invention.

The laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ are laser diodes (LDs)
outputting laser beams of different color components and are
driven independently of each other by the driving current
individually supplied from the laser driver 11 to output laser
beams of single color components. Thus, the laser beams of
the single color components of specified wavelengths are
emitted. In other words, a laser beam of a blue color
component (B) is emitted from the laser beam source 2a, a
laser beam of a green color component (G) is emitted from
the laser beam source 25, and a laser beam of a red color
component (R) is emitted from the laser beam source 2¢. The
laser beam source 2a is an example of the “laser beam
source portion” or the “blue laser beam source” in the
present invention. The laser beam source 25 is an example
of the “laser beam source portion” or the “green laser beam
source” in the present invention. The laser beam source 2¢
is an example of the “laser beam source portion” or the “red
laser beam source” in the present invention.

The dichroic mirrors 3 and 4 transmit only laser beams of
specified wavelengths and reflect others thereby synthesiz-
ing the laser beams of the color components of R, G, and B
emitted from the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢. Specifically,
the laser beams of the blue color component and the green
color component emitted from the laser beam sources 2a and
25 are synthesized in the dichroic mirror 3 on the upstream
of an optical path, and thereafter are emitted to the dichroic
mirror on the downstream of the optical path. This emitted
synthesized beam and the laser beam of the red color
component emitted from the laser beam source 2¢ are further
synthesized in the dichroic mirror 4, and are emitted as a
targeting final color-synthesized beam. The dichroic mirrors
3 and 4 include optical portions synthesizing the laser beams
of the color components of R, G, and B, and the color-
synthesized beam obtained by this synthesis is incident on
the scan mirror 6 through the lens 5. The dichroic mirrors 3
and 4 are examples of the “synthesized beam generation
portion” in the present invention.

According to this embodiment, as the scan mirror 6, a
MEMS (micro electro mechanical system) scan mirror
advantageous for downsizing, low power consumption,
speeding up of processing, etc. is employed. The scan mirror
6 is displaced in a horizontal direction (direction X) and a
vertical direction (direction Y) by the scan mirror driver 7
into which a driving signal is input from the scan mirror
control portion 8, reflects the color beam incident on the
scan mirror 6 according to the deflection angle of the scan
mirror 6, and projects the same on the projection surface A.
The scan mirror 6 is an example of the “scan portion™ in the
present invention.

The image processing portion 9 transmits video data to
the laser control portion 10 at prescribed time intervals on
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the basis of a video signal input from an external device such
as a personal computer, whereby the laser control portion 10
obtains pixel information at a prescribed scan position. The
laser control portion 10 controls the laser driver 11 with a
driving current waveform signal in order to project an image
including a plurality of pixels on a projection range on the
basis of the pixel information. Furthermore, the laser control
portion 10 controls the outputs of the laser beam sources 2a
to 2¢ according to the light quantities of the branched laser
beams of the color components of R, G, and B detected by
a detector 12. The laser control portion 10 is an example of
the “control portion” in the present invention.

According to this embodiment, the laser control portion
10 controls the outputs of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢
through the laser driver 11 in order to create a white balance
on the basis of the detection result of the detector 12, as
described later. Furthermore, according to this embodiment,
the laser control portion 10 drives all the laser beam sources
2a to 2¢ to allow a laser beam source for any one of the three
color components to output a laser beam during image
display with the synthesized beam of the three color com-
ponents and executes a mode in which the outputs of laser
beams from laser beam sources for the remaining color
components are stopped every frame or every several frames
of a projection image, as described later. In other words, a
laser beam of a single color component of R, G, and B is
output for a very short period of time during image display
with the synthesized beam, and the laser beam of the single
color component is output with respect to each of R, G, and
B. Thus, the laser control portion 10 is configured to switch
between a first mode in which an image is continuously
displayed without detection of the light quantity and a
second mode in which the laser beam is output from the laser
beam source 2a, 2b, or 2¢ for any one of the color compo-
nents during image display with the synthesized beam and
the light quantity of the laser beam is detected. As the second
mode, an existing mode employed to correct the outputs of
the laser beam source portions during image display may be
utilized.

The laser driver 11 drives the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢
to allow the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ to emit the laser
beams on the basis of the aforementioned control performed
by the laser control portion 10. The laser beam sources 2a to
2¢ emit the laser beams when current greater than or equal
to the vibration threshold current is supplied from the laser
driver 11 and output the laser beams having larger outputs
(light quantities) as the value of the supplied current
increases. Furthermore, the laser beam sources 2a to 2c¢ stop
outputting the laser beams when current less than the
vibration threshold current is supplied. According to this
embodiment, as the laser beam sources 2a to 2c¢, the laser
diodes (LDs) are employed.

According to this embodiment, a branching unit 13 is
provided in the optical path of the color synthesized beam
between the dichroic mirror 4 and the lens 5. In other words,
the branching unit 13 is arranged between the dichroic
mirror 4 and the scan mirror 6 in the optical path of the
synthesized beam. The branching unit 13 branches an inci-
dent beam into a beam guided to the scan mirror 6 and a
beam guided to the detector 12 with a dielectric multi-layer
15 having prescribed reflectance characteristics. This
branched beam is applied to the detector 12, and a signal
indicating the light quantity detected by the detector 12 is
input into the laser control portion 10.

The branching unit 13 according to this embodiment is a
prism 14 formed with a reflective film having prescribed
reflectance characteristics on one end surface, as shown in
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FIG. 2, and the incident beam is reflected by this reflective
film with a prescribed reflectance and is incident on the
detector 12. The transmitted beam is incident on the scan
mirror 6 through the lens 5. According to this embodiment,
as this reflective film, the dielectric multi-layer 15 is
employed. According to this embodiment, the beam
reflected by the branching unit 13 is incident on the detector
12, but the branching unit 13 may be allowed to have
prescribed transmittance characteristics, the beam transmit-
ted through the branching unit 13 may be incident on the
detector 12, and the reflected beam may be incident on the
scan mirror 6.

According to this embodiment, the branching unit is
configured to have a reflectance with increase/decrease
characteristics opposite to the increase/decrease character-
istics of the outputs of the laser beams in increasing or
decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of the color
components of R, G, and B according to changes of the
wavelengths of the laser beams of the color components of
R, G, and B in order to maintain the white balance of the
synthesized beam.

Specifically, the branching unit 13 is so configured that
the reflectance thereof is changed in response to a change of
the wavelength of the laser beam. As shown in FIG. 3, the
branching unit 13 is so configured that the reflectance
thereof is decreased when the wavelength of the laser beam
in the range of blue and the wavelength of the laser beam in
the range of red are increased and the reflectance thereof is
increased when the wavelength of the laser beam in the
range of green is increased. Furthermore, the branching unit
13 is so configured that the reflectance (about 10%) for the
laser beam of the blue color component is highest, the
reflectance (about 2%) for the laser beam of the red color
component is lowest, and the reflectance (about 4%) for the
laser beam of the green color component is between the
reflectance for the laser beam of the blue color component
and the reflectance for the laser beam of the red color
component.

According to this embodiment, a mode in which the laser
control portion 10 allows the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ to
output the laser beams of the single color components of R,
G, and B, as described above, at intervals of one or several
frames during projection display of a color image with the
synthesized beam of R, G, and B is employed, and the
branching unit 13 provided in the optical path of the syn-
thesized beam detects the light quantities of the laser beams
of the single color components of R, G, and B at the timing
when these laser beams of the single color components are
output. Therefore, the laser control portion 10 controls
increase and decrease of the outputs of the laser beam
sources 2a to 2¢ in order to create the white balance on the
basis of the light quantities of R, G, and B detected by the
detector 12 according to the aforementioned timing.

Specifically, the laser control portion 10 is configured to
decrease the output of a laser beam source for a color
component whose detected light quantity is increased of the
laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ and increase the output of a laser
beam source for a color component whose detected light
quantity is decreased of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢
according to the light quantities of the branched laser beams
of the color components of R, G, and B detected by the
detector 12.

For example, the laser control portion 10 is configured to
increase the outputs of the laser beam source 2a outputting
the laser beam of the blue color component and the laser
beam source 2¢ outputting the laser beam of the red color
component and decrease the output of the laser beam source
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2b outputting the laser beam of the green color component
when the wavelengths of the laser beams of the color
components of R, G, and B output from the laser beam
sources are increased due to increase in temperature.

The laser control portion 10 is configured to allow the
laser beam source 2a, 2b, or 2¢ for any one of the color
components of R, G, and B to output the laser beam during
image display with the synthesized beam. Specifically, the
laser control portion 10 is configured to allow the laser beam
sources 2a to 2¢ one by one to sequentially output the laser
beams at intervals of a prescribed number of frames (at the
intervals of one or several frames, for example) during
image display with the synthesized beam and control the
outputs of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ according to the
light quantities of the branched laser beams of the color
components of R, G, and B detected by the detector 12.

According to this embodiment, the branching unit 13 is
provided in the optical path of the synthesized beam, so that
the branching unit 13 is shared for the color components of
R, G, and B, but the branching unit 13 and the detector 12
may be provided in the optical path of each of the laser
beams of the single color components of R, G, and B. In this
case, the aforementioned mode is not required.

When the wavelengths of the laser beams of the single
color components of the R, G, and B output from the laser
beam sources 2a to 2¢ change due to a temperature change
in a state where the laser beams of the single color compo-
nents of R, G, and B have a prescribed output ratio to create
the white balance, the white balance is lost unless the
prescribed output ratio is achieved with these changed
wavelengths. The reflectance characteristics of the dielectric
multi-layer 15 are utilized to control the outputs of the laser
beam sources in order to maintain the white balance in this
manner.

As the wavelength of the laser beam of the blue color
component (B) changes in the range of about 450 nm due to
a temperature change, for example, the wavelengths of the
laser beams of the color components of R, G, and B change
in certain ranges in response to a possible temperature
change. The dielectric multi-layer 15 has such characteris-
tics that the reflectance changes in the wavelength change
ranges of the laser beams of the color components of R, G,
and B due to a temperature change in an example shown in
FIG. 3, and these reflectance characteristics are opposite to
such characteristics that the outputs of the laser beams of the
color components of R, G, and B are increased or decreased
with respect to changes of the wavelengths of the laser
beams of the color components of R, G, and B, as described
above.

The example shown in FIG. 3 exhibits such reflectance
characteristics that as to the laser beam of the blue color
component (B), the reflectance is decreased after the wave-
length passes through about 450 nm, as to the laser beam of
the green color component (G), the reflectance is increased
after the wavelength passes through about 510 nm, and as to
the laser beam of the red color component (R), the reflec-
tance is decreased when the wavelength is increased. The
details according to this embodiment are shown in FIG. 5.

Output control of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ utilizing
the reflectance characteristics of the dielectric multi-layer 15
is now described. FIG. 4 illustrates examples of the wave-
lengths and outputs of the laser beams of R, G, and B
according to the temperature. View (a) of FIG. 4 illustrates
characteristics in which the white balance (white display) is
created at the temperature of 25° C., view (b) of FIG. 4
illustrates characteristics in which the temperature changes
to 50° C. and the white balance is lost, and view (c) of FIG.
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4 illustrates characteristics for maintaining the white balance
and brightness at the temperature of 50° C.

As shown in view (a) of FIG. 4, at the temperature of 25°
C., the laser beam of the red color component (R) output
from the laser beam source 2¢ has a wavelength of 638 nm
and an output of P mW, the laser beam of the green color
component (G) output from the laser beam source 25 has a
wavelength of 515 nm and an output of 0.76 P mW, and the
laser beam of the blue color component (B) output from the
laser beam source 2a has a wavelength of 450 nm and an
output of 0.55 P mW. By these relationships between the
wavelengths and the outputs, the white balance is created at
12.0 Im. The outputs of the laser beams from the laser beam
sources are represented based on the output P mW of the red
color component (R) at the temperature of 25° C.

When the temperature changes from this state to 50° C.,
the laser beam of the red color component (R) output from
the laser beam source 2¢ has a wavelength of 643 nm and an
output of P mW, the laser beam of the green color compo-
nent (G) output from the laser beam source 256 has a
wavelength of 517 nm and an output of 0.76 P mW, and the
laser beam of the blue color component (B) output from the
laser beam source 2a has a wavelength of 452 nm and an
output of 0.55 P mW, as shown in view (b) of FIG. 4. The
wavelengths and outputs vary, and the white balance is lost
at 11.9 Im.

In order to maintain the white balance and brightness at
the temperature of 50° C., the laser beam of the red color
component (R) output from the laser beam source 2¢ must
have a wavelength of 643 nm and an output of 1.21 P mW,
the laser beam of the green color component (G) output from
the laser beam source 26 must have a wavelength of 517 nm
and an output of 0.72 P mW, and the laser beam of the blue
color component (B) output from the laser beam source 2a
must have a wavelength of 452 nm and an output of 0.56 P
mW, as shown in view (¢) of FIG. 4. In other words, unless
the outputs of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ are controlled
according to a temperature change, the proper outputs of the
laser beam sources according to a wavelength change cannot
be obtained, and hence the white balance cannot be main-
tained, as shown in view (b) of FIG. 4.

These relationships between the wavelengths of the laser
beams of the color components of R, G, and B and the
outputs of the laser beams of the color components for
creating the white balance can be obtained by an experiment.
These relationships can be also obtained from the following
publicly known calculation.

An example of calculating an RGB ratio (an output ratio)
for creating the white balance, setting the wavelengths of R,
G, and B to 637 nm, 510 nm, and 445 nm, respectively and
representing the ratio as a:b:c is now described. As shown in
FIG. 6, tristimulus values (X, Y, Z) are first obtained from a
color-matching function (according to this embodiment,
CIE1931 (Commission Internationale de I’Eclairage, 1931))
and the spectral sensitivities of the laser beam sources (RGB
ratio). According to this embodiment, the tristimulus values
are obtained as X=0.34225%a+0.0093*b+0.506160%c,
Y=0.03050*a+0.5030¥b+0.20200%*c, and Z=1.75950%a+
0.1582%b+0.000029*c. Then, the ratio of these tristimulus
values (X, Y, Z) is quantified as chromaticity x and y.
According to this embodiment, the ratio of these tristimulus
values (X, Y, 7) is quantified as x=X/(X+Y+Z) and y=Y/
(X+Y+Z). Then, the RGB ratio is so adjusted that this
chromaticity (x, y) becomes white (x=0.33 and y=0.33, for
example) in a chromaticity diagram shown in FIG. 7 (in FIG.
7, R represents a red region, G represents a green region, and
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B represents a blue region). According to this embodiment,
the white balance is created when the RGB ratio is 3.4:2.7:
1.0.

In order to maintain the white balance even when the
temperature changes from 25° C. to 50° C. as described
above, the laser control portion 10 performs control of
increasing the output of the laser beam of the red color
component (R) from P mW to 1.21 P mW, decreasing the
output of the laser beam of the green color component (G)
from 0.76 P mW to 0.72 P mW, and increasing the output of
the laser beam of the blue color component (B) from 0.55 P
mW to 0.56 P mW on the laser beam sources 2a to 2c.

This output control of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢
performed by the laser control portion 10 is performed
according to the light quantities of the color components of
R, G, and B detected by the detector 12, and the laser control
portion 10 performs control of decreasing the outputs of the
laser beam sources when the detected light quantities are
large and increasing the outputs of the laser beam sources
when the detected light quantities are small. The branching
unit 13 (the dielectric multi-layer 15) has reflectance char-
acteristics opposite to the characteristic of increasing or
decreasing the outputs by the laser control portion 10 in
control of increasing or decreasing the outputs correspond-
ingly to a wavelength change in order to create the white
balance, and hence the branching unit 13 reflects beams of
the corresponding light quantities and allows the beams to
be incident on the detector 12 in order to control the outputs
such that the white balance is created with the changed
wavelengths.

In the examples shown in FIG. 4, when the temperature
changes from 25° C. to 50° C., the wavelength of the laser
beam of the blue color component (B) changes from 450 nm
to 452 nm, the wavelength of the laser beam of the green
color component (G) changes from 515 nm to 517 nm, and
the wavelength of the laser beam of the red color component
(R) changes from 638 nm to 643 nm. With respect to these
changes of the wavelengths, the dielectric multi-layer 15
exhibits the reflectance characteristics shown in FIG. 5, and
hence the aforementioned output control based on the
detected light quantities of the reflected beams is properly
performed by the laser control portion 10 while the white
balance is maintained.

In other words, as shown in view (a) of FIG. 5, with
respect to the laser beam of the blue color component (B)
whose wavelength changes from 450 nm to 452 nm, the
reflectance of the dielectric multi-layer 15 is decreased from
10% to 9.7%. Thus, the light quantity of this reflected beam
detected by the detector 12 is decreased, so that the laser
control portion 10 performs control of increasing the output
of'the laser beam source 2a for the blue color component (B)
from 0.55 P mW to 0.56 P mW.

Furthermore, as shown in view (b) of FIG. 5, with respect
to the laser beam of the green color component (G) whose
wavelength changes from 515 nm to 517 nm, the reflectance
of the dielectric multi-layer 15 is increased from 4% to
4.2%. Thus, the light quantity of this reflected beam detected
by the detector 12 is increased, so that the laser control
portion 10 performs control of decreasing the output of the
laser beam source 25 for the green color component (G)
from 0.76 P mW to 0.72 P mW.

In addition, as shown in view (a) of FIG. 5, with respect
to the laser beam of the red color component (R) whose
wavelength changes from 638 nm to 643 nm, the reflectance
of the dielectric multi-layer 15 is decreased from 2% to
1.7%. Thus, the light quantity of this reflected beam detected
by the detector 12 is decreased, so that the laser control
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portion 10 performs control of increasing the output of the
laser beam source 2¢ for the red color component (R) from
P mW to 1.21 P mW. Therefore, the white balance of the
synthesized beam of R, G, and B is maintained even at the
temperature of 50° C.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the laser projector 1 is provided with the branching unit 13
having the reflectance with the increase/decrease character-
istics opposite to the increase/decrease characteristics of the
outputs of the laser beams in increasing or decreasing the
outputs of the laser beams of the color components of R, G,
and B according to changes of the wavelengths of the laser
beams of the color components of R, G, and B in order to
maintain the white balance of the synthesized beam,
whereby even when the wavelengths of the laser beams
change, the outputs of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ are
controlled according to the light quantities of the laser
beams of the color components of R, G, and B branched by
the branching unit 13 and detected by the detector 12, so that
the white balance can be maintained.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the laser control portion 10 is configured to decrease the
outputs of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ for the color
components whose detected light quantities are increased
and increase the outputs of the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢
for the color components whose detected light quantities are
decreased according to the light quantities of the branched
laser beams of the color components of R, G, and B detected
by the detector 12. Thus, the outputs of the laser beam
sources 2a to 2¢ are adjusted in such directions as to cancel
the changes of the detected light quantities, whereby the
white balance can be easily maintained.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the laser control portion 10 is configured to increase the
outputs of the laser beam source 2a outputting the laser
beam of the blue color component and the laser beam source
2¢ outputting the laser beam of the red color component and
decrease the output of the laser beam source 26 outputting
the laser beam of the green color component when the
wavelengths of the laser beams of the color components of
R, G, and B output from the laser beam sources are increased
due to a temperature rise. Thus, even when the wavelengths
of the laser beams of the color components of R, G, and B
output from the laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ are increased
due to a temperature rise, the white balance can be easily
maintained by increasing the outputs of the laser beam
source 2a and the laser beam source 2¢ and decreasing the
output of the laser beam source 2b.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the branching unit 13 is so configured that the reflectance
thereof changes according to the changes of the wavelengths
of the laser beams. Thus, the changes of the wavelengths of
the laser beams can be easily detected by the changes of the
light quantities of the laser beams of the color components
of R, G, and B branched by the branching unit 13.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the branching unit 13 is so configured that the reflectance
thereof decreases when the wavelengths of the laser beam of
the blue color component and the laser beam of the red color
component are increased and increases when the wavelength
of the laser beam of the green color component is increased.
Thus, the changes of the wavelengths of the laser beams of
the blue, red, and green color components are easily detected
and the outputs of the laser beam sources for the blue, red,
and green color components are adjusted by the control
portion, whereby the white balance can be easily main-
tained.
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According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the branching unit 13 is so configured that the reflectance
thereof for the laser beam of the blue color component is
highest, the reflectance thereof for the laser beam of the red
color component is lowest, and the reflectance thereof for
the laser beam of the green color component is between the
reflectance for the laser beam of the blue color component
and the reflectance for the laser beam of the red color
component. Thus, the light quantity of the laser beam of the
blue color component whose wavelength is short and for
which the detection sensitivity is low, being incident on the
detector 12 is increased, and the light quantity of the laser
beam of the red color component whose wavelength is long
and for which the detection sensitivity is high, being incident
on the detector 12 is decreased. Therefore, the detector 12
can reliably detect the laser beams of the red color compo-
nent, the green color component, and the blue color com-
ponent without increasing the range of the detection sensi-
tivity of the detector 12 for the laser beams.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the branching unit 13 is configured to include the prism 14
formed with the dielectric multi-layer 15 having the reflec-
tance with the increase/decrease characteristics opposite to
the increase/decrease characteristics of the outputs of the
laser beams. Thus, due to the dielectric multi-layer 15, the
branching unit 13 having the reflectance with the increase/
decrease characteristics opposite to the increase/decrease
characteristics of the outputs of the laser beams in increasing
or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of the color
components of R, G, and B according to the changes of the
wavelengths of the laser beams of the color components of
R, G, and B in order to maintain the prescribed color state
of the synthesized beam can be easily provided. Further-
more, the branching unit 13 includes the prism 14 formed
with the dielectric multi-layer 15, whereby the branching
unit 13 can be employed with the function of the prism 14
in addition to a function of branching the beam.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the branching unit 13 is provided in the optical path of the
synthesized beam, and the laser control portion 10 is con-
figured to allow the laser beam source 2a, 25, or 2¢ for any
one of the color components to output the laser beam during
image display with the synthesized beam and control the
output of the corresponding laser beam source 2a, 25, or 2¢
according to the light quantity of the branched laser beam of
the single color component detected by the detector 12.
Thus, the branching unit 13 and the detector 12 can be
shared for the color components of R, G, and B, and hence
the number of components can be reduced.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the laser control portion 10 is configured to allow a plurality
of laser beam sources 2a to 2¢ one by one to sequentially
output the laser beams during image display with the syn-
thesized beam and control the outputs of the laser beam
sources 2a to 2c¢ according to the light quantities of the
branched laser beams of the color components of R, G, and
B detected by the detector 12. Thus, the laser beams of the
color components of R, G, and B can be detected individu-
ally, and hence the changes of the light quantities of the laser
beams of the color components of R, G, and B can be more
accurately detected.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the laser control portion 10 is configured to allow the laser
beam source 2a, 2b, or 2¢ for any one of the color compo-
nents to output the laser beam for detecting the light quantity
at the intervals of the prescribed number of frames during
image display with the synthesized beam and control the
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output of the corresponding laser beam source 2a, 25, or 2¢
according to the light quantity of the branched laser beam of
the single color component detected by the detector 12.
Thus, even when the wavelength of the laser beam changes
during image display, the output of the corresponding laser
beam source 2a, 2b, or 2¢ can be adjusted according to the
change of the light quantity detected by the detector 12, and
hence the white balance state during image display can be
easily maintained.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the laser control portion 10 is configured to switch between
the first mode in which an image is continuously displayed
without detection of the light quantity and the second mode
in which the laser beam is output from the laser beam source
2a, 2b, or 2¢ for any one of the color components during
image display with the synthesized beam and the light
quantity of the laser beam is detected. Thus, the white
balance state during image display can be easily maintained
by the second mode while the image is continuously
smoothly displayed without detection of the light quantity
by the first mode.

According to this embodiment, as hereinabove described,
the branching unit 13 is arranged between the dichroic
mirror 4 and the scan mirror 6 in the optical path of the
synthesized beam. Thus, the branching unit 13 can be
arranged at a position on which the laser beams of the color
components of R, G, and B are focused, and hence increase
in the size of the branching unit 13 can be inhibited.

The embodiment disclosed this time must be considered
as illustrative in all points and not restrictive. The range of
the present invention is shown not by the above description
of'the embodiment but by the scope of claims for patent, and
all modifications within the meaning and range equivalent to
the scope of claims for patent are further included.

For example, while the present invention is applied to the
laser projector in the aforementioned embodiment, the pres-
ent invention is not restricted to this. The present invention
may alternatively be applied to an image display apparatus
other than the laser projector.

While the present invention is applied to the state where
the white balance is created as the prescribed color state in
the aforementioned embodiment, the present invention is not
restricted to this. For example, the prescribed color state
may alternatively be settable according to design, user’s
preference, or the like.

While the branching unit includes the prism formed with
the dielectric multi-layer in the aforementioned embodi-
ment, the present invention is not restricted to this. Accord-
ing to the present invention, a branching unit other than the
dielectric multi-layer may alternatively be employed.

While the branching unit is provided in the optical path of
the synthesized beam in the aforementioned embodiment,
the present invention is not restricted to this. According to
the present invention, a branching unit may alternatively be
provided for each of the laser beam source portions for the
color components and detect the light quantity of the laser
beam of each color component, for example.

While the laser beam source portions include the laser
beam source for the red color component, the laser beam
source for the green color component, and the laser beam
source for the blue color component in the aforementioned
embodiment, the present invention is not restricted to this.
According to the present invention, the laser beam source
portion may alternatively be configured to include laser
beam sources for another color combination so far as a
plurality of different color components are included.
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What is claimed is:

1. An image display apparatus comprising:

laser beam source portions outputting laser beams of a
plurality of color components different from each other,
respectively;

a synthesized beam generation portion synthesizing the
laser beams of the plurality of color components to
generate a synthesized beam;

a control portion controlling outputs of the laser beam
source portions;

a branching unit branching the laser beams of the color
components; and

a detection portion detecting light quantities of the laser
beams of the color components branched by the
branching unit, wherein

the branching unit has a reflectance or transmittance with
increase/decrease characteristics opposite to increase/
decrease characteristics of outputs of the laser beams in
increasing or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams
of the color components according to changes of wave-
lengths of the laser beams of the color components, and

the control portion is configured to control the outputs of
the laser beam source portions according to light quan-
tities of branched laser beams of the color components
detected by the detection portion.

2. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein

the control portion is configured to decrease the outputs of
the laser beam source portions for the color compo-
nents whose detected light quantities are increased and
increase the outputs of the laser beam source portions
for the color components whose detected light quanti-
ties are decreased according to the light quantities of
the branched laser beams of the color components
detected by the detection portion.

3. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein

the control portion is configured to increase outputs of a
blue laser beam source outputting a laser beam of a blue
color component and a red laser beam source output-
ting a laser beam of a red color component and decrease
an output of a green laser beam source outputting a
laser beam of a green color component when the
wavelengths of the laser beams of the color compo-
nents output from the laser beam source portions are
increased due to a temperature rise.

4. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein

the branching unit is so configured that the reflectance or
transmittance thereof changes according to the changes
of the wavelengths of the laser beams.

5. The image display apparatus according to claim 4,

wherein

the branching unit is so configured that the reflectance or
transmittance thereof decreases when wavelengths of a
laser beam of a blue color component and a laser beam
of a red color component are increased and increases
when a wavelength of a laser beam of a green color
component is increased.

6. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein

the branching unit is so configured that the reflectance or
transmittance thereof for a laser beam of a blue color
component is highest, the reflectance or transmittance
thereof for a laser beam of a red color component is
lowest, and the reflectance or transmittance thereof for
a laser beam of a green color component is between the
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reflectance or transmittance thereof for the laser beam
of the blue color component and the reflectance or
transmittance thereof for the laser beam of the red color
component.

7. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the prescribed color state comprises a state where a white

balance of the synthesized beam is created.

8. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the branching unit includes a prism formed with a dielec-

tric multi-layer having a reflectance or transmittance
with increase/decrease characteristics opposite to the
increase/decrease characteristics of the outputs of the
laser beams.

9. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the branching unit is provided in an optical path of the

synthesized beam, and

the control portion is configured to allow a laser beam

source portion for any one of the color components to
output a laser beam during image display with the
synthesized beam and control an output of the laser
beam source portion according to a light quantity of a
branched laser beam of a single color component
detected by the detection portion.

10. The image display apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein

the control portion is configured to allow the laser beam

source portions one by one to sequentially output the
laser beams during the image display with the synthe-
sized beam and control the outputs of the laser beam
source portions according to the light quantities of the
branched laser beams of the color components detected
by the detection portion.

11. The image display apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein

the control portion is configured to allow the laser beam

source portion for any one of the color components to
output the laser beam for detecting the light quantity at
an interval of a prescribed number of frames during the
image display with the synthesized beam and control
the output of the laser beam source portion according to
the light quantity of the branched laser beam of the
single color component detected by the detection por-
tion.

12. The image display apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein

the control portion is configured to switch between a first

mode in which an image is continuously displayed
without detection of the light quantity and a second
mode in which the laser beam is output from the laser
beam source portion for any one of the color compo-
nents during the image display with the synthesized
beam and the light quantity of the laser beam is
detected.

13. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a scan portion scanning the synthesized
beam, wherein

the branching unit is arranged between the synthesized

beam generation portion and the scan portion in an
optical path of the synthesized beam.

14. The image display apparatus according to claim 13,
wherein

the scan portion comprises a MEMS scan mirror.
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15. The image display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the synthesized beam generation portion includes a

dichroic mirror.

16. An optical component having a reflectance or trans-
mittance with increase/decrease characteristics opposite to
increase/decrease characteristics of outputs of laser beams in
increasing or decreasing the outputs of the laser beams of a
plurality of color components according to changes of
wavelengths of the laser beams of the color components,

the optical component provided in an image display

apparatus comprising a detection portion detecting
light quantities of the laser beams and a control portion
controlling outputs of laser beam source portions out-
putting the laser beams of the plurality of color com-
ponents different from each other, respectively, accord-
ing to detection results of the detection portion,
including a branching unit branching the laser beams of
the color components and guiding the laser beams to
the detection portion.

17. The optical component according to claim 16, wherein

the control portion is configured to decrease the outputs of

the laser beam source portions for the color compo-
nents whose detected light quantities are increased and
increase the outputs of the laser beam source portions
for the color components whose detected light quanti-
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ties are decreased according to light quantities of
branched laser beams of the color components detected
by the detection portion.

18. The optical component according to claim 16, wherein

the branching unit is so configured that a reflectance or
transmittance thereof changes according to the changes
of the wavelengths of the laser beams.

19. The optical component according to claim 18, wherein

the branching unit is so configured that the reflectance or
transmittance thereof decreases when wavelengths of a
laser beam of a blue color component and a laser beam
of a red color component are increased and increases
when a wavelength of a laser beam of a green color
component is increased.

20. The optical component according to claim 16, wherein

the branching unit is so configured that the reflectance or
transmittance thereof for a laser beam of a blue color
component is highest, the reflectance or transmittance
thereof for a laser beam of a red color component is
lowest, and the reflectance or transmittance thereof for
a laser beam of a green color component is between the
reflectance or transmittance thereof for the laser beam
of the blue color component and the reflectance or
transmittance thereof for the laser beam of the red color
component.



